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distinguishing feature of tbeir character. The outburst of Devaldevi, the mother
of the celebrated heroes Ala and Udil, on their refusal to return to Mahoba to fight
for their country on its invasion by Prithviraj Chauhan, sums up the Rajput
character in a sentence. She exclaimed :—
'Would that gods has made me barren, that I had never borne sons who thus
abandon the path of the Rajput and refuse to succour their prince and country
in danger.1 Her heart bursting with grief, her eyes raised to heaven, she continued,
'Was it for this, O Universal Lord, Thou madest me feel a mother's pangs for
these destroyers of Binafur's fame ? Unworthy offspring, the heart of a true Rajput
dances with joy at the mere name of strife ; but, ye, degenerate, cannot be the
sons of Jasraj. Some carl must have stolen to my embrace and fiom such ye must
be sprung.'
This was irresistible. The two heroes declared that they would die fighting
for Mahoba. On this, Devaldevi said :—
'Well have you spoken, my sons. Nothing now remains but to make thy parent's
milk resplendent by thy deed. The calls of the peasant driven from his home
meets the ear, and while we deliberate, our villages are given to the flames.*
Ala added :—
'He who can look tamely on while the smoke rises from his ruined towns> his
fields laid waste, can be no Rajput. He who succumbs to fear when his country is
invaded, his body will be plunged into the bell of hells, his soul a wanderer in the
world of spirits for sixty thousand years ; but the warrior who performs his duty
will be received into the mansions of the Sun and his deeds will last for ever.*
In the third division came the Vaishas. They were engaged in manufacture and
trade. They produced things and distributed them and accumulated wealth and
material resources. They were men of intelligence, industry and courage. They
went to every part of the world, had the strength of arm to defend their lives and
property. The Vaishas were the mainstay of society. Those who were unfitted
to follow any of the above mentioned three callings supplied labour and served the
other three classes.
castes not exclusive
But these four classes were not rigidly exclusive of each other. In the same
family one was a Brahman, the other a Kshatriya and the third a Vaisha. The
Hindu scriptures themselves illustrate this feature of the Varnashrama system. The
Puranas say that Raja Yuvnashav of the solar dynasty had a son called Harita.
Harit's son became a Brahman and his descendants were known as Angiris
Harit. The Vishnu Purana and Bhagwad say that Raja Nedishta's son Nabhag
became a Vaisha. Raja Suhotra of the lunar dynasty had three sons Kash, Lesh
and Gritsmad. The latter's son Shunak had a son called Shainak. Shainak's
sons became Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaisha and Sudia respectivety. Take
another instance. Kushik was the son of Raja Kushashva of the lunar dynasty. Hjs
grandson Vishwamitra's descendants are known in India as Brahmans of the KausMk
'gotra.'
Individuals and communities took up the callings and pursuits that suited them
and afforded free and full development to the physical, mental and moral qualities
with which nature had endowed them. There was no rigid, hide-bound, water-tight
system of caste in old days.
social life at a Low ebb
Coming now to the application of the theoretical propositions ^enunciated above
to the practical facts of social life in our country at the present time, we find tliat
our social life is at a very low ebb ; that society is cut up into castes and sub-
castes, and the sub-castes are again divided into smaller groups all exclusive of one
another, with restrictions regarding food and marriage and association carried to
a point beyond which this fissiparous tendency could not go. This, with the resultant
narrow view of things, and the lowering of high ideals of conduct, made the nation
impotent to protect itself from foreign inroads, and powerless to withstand the
impact of forces foreign to its constitution. The result was social disintegration
ending in political subjection.

